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ing recent events in East Africa, and their desire to afford him
support in all necessary efforts to maintain Catholic Faith and
Order/20

The Bishop of Zanzibar, in his indictment, had asked leave
to appear before the Archbishop and not less than twelve of his
comprovincials to make good his charges. The Archbishop,
however, had no intention, if he could help it, of entertaining
the world and distracting the Church with a full-dress trial for
heresy and schism. He decided instead to refer the matter for
enquiry to the Consultative Body of the Lambeth Conference.
Eleven out of the fourteen bishops who had been elected to this
body met at the end of July, concluding their investigations on
the 3 ist, four days before the outbreak of war. They presented
a unanimous report to the Archbishop, but long before he
could deliver his opinion the three principals had returned to
their dioceses, all of which lay in territory threatened by Ger-
man action. In fact he deferred his answer until Easter 1915, by
which time the secular press, absorbed in the new geography of
the war, had almost forgotten that such a place as Kikuyu ex-
isted. The Archbishop pronounced the scheme of federation to
be kudable in purpose, though attended by grave practical
difficulties. The joint Communion Service, though not without
precedent and valuable in certain circumstances of the mission
field, was abnormal, irregular, and better not imitated. In
Father Knox's unkind, but not inapt, epigram, *The Commis-
sion came to the conclusion that the service at Kikuyu was
eminently pleasing to God, and must on no account be re-
peated/21